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Network for Certification and Conservation of Forests (NCCF), came into existence in January 2015 as a registered society, comprising experts, professionals, and stakeholders of natural resources, engaged in the development of India specific and globally benchmarked sustainability standards, as its core working area, apart from working for policy advocacy, training and capacity building through multi-stakeholder engagement.  
 
NCCF has developed the first-ever Indian scheme of forest certification that is endorsed by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), giving it global recognition.  NCCF’s Trees outside Forest Certification Scheme is the first of its kind and is presently under the process of PEFC endorsement. Standards for Ecotourism, Non-Wood Forest Products, Quality Planting Material, Safeboards, Protected Areas & Wetlands, Biomass & Biofuels, and Land Degradation Neutrality are at various stages of development, as per the Standard Setting Procedure. The stakeholders are mapped taking reference from the UN Agenda 21 stakeholder categories.

Quality Planting Material Certification Standard:

Non-availability of quality planting material (QPM) of woody perennial species has been a major constraint in the plantation forestry including Agroforestry in India since its inception. Although the importance of the subject was known, efforts for institutionalizing production and use of certified QPM did not succeed. Compared to the provisions of the legal requirement of seed certification in agricultural sector, there is no matching regulation in the forestry sector for the FRM (Forest Reproductive Materials) with the result that, in general, forest departments all over the country have been using planting stock which did not give high production. 

Apart from plantations on forest lands, a large number of saplings are planted in India every year on the public, private and community lands, outside forests in rural, semi-urban and urban areas including home gardens as well as indoor plants. If we exclude shrubs, millions of woody perennials are planted yearly. Out of these large number of plants, it is estimated that a very small percentage of them can be categorized as “Quality Plant Material”(QPM). Presently the Nursery Certification standard is being developed to guide the production of clean, disease-free planting materials with definite genetic gain from assured quality of FRM. 

It will be particularly a boon to small and marginal land holders in the agro-forestry scenario, as a consequence, to increase agricultural production and productivity. It is meant to be implemented primarily by seed producers at community level or by field extension workers. QPM also guarantees commercialization of seed multiplication at farmer level. In the present study an effort has been made to develop a kind of framework of certification of nurseries where woody perennials, are raised based on certain standards, can be evaluated by a third party from purely technical angles by assessment of plant growth at critical control points of sapling growth in nurseries following certain standard protocols by addressing to various risk factors. 

Proper assessment of these standards will ensure the potential of the nursery to produce Quality Plant Material on sustainable basis. It will be a win-win situation for the Nursery owner, as its produce can be sold at a premium price in comparison to non-certified nurseries and certainly consumers (planters/farmers) will be benefitted by better productivity by planting QPM in their fields which fetch better return and market value

NCCF as a national certification standard-setting body has initiated the process for the development of assessment standards for Certification of Quality Planting Material (QPM), through a multi-stakeholder Standard Development Group (SDG) under the Chairmanship of Mr. Abhijit Ghosh, IFS (retd), ex PCCF HoFF, Rajasthan. An effort has been made develop a kind of framework of certification of nurseries where woody perennials, are raised based on certain standards, can be evaluated by a third party from purely technical angles by assessment of plant growth at critical control points of sapling growth in nurseries following certain standard protocols by addressing to various risk factors.

Zero Draft of Quality Planting Material Standard (V0.0), finalized in active consultation with the esteemed Members, following an open, transparent and consultative process, is hosted on website for public consultation, which is a mandatory requirement of the Standard Setting Procedure. The stakeholders involved in the process include ITC Ltd. PSPD unit: Wimco Seedlings, Star Paper Mills Ltd., ITC Limited, Sarvabhauma Forestry & Environmental, GBP University of Agriculture & Tech., Pantnagar, ICAR- Central Agroforestry Research Institute, Jhansi, World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), Forest Research Institute, Shimla, KVK-PEREN, National Productivity Council, Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding Division Arid Forest Research Institute and state government organizations etc. The Draft Standard comprises 5 themes, 13 principles, and 55 criteria, addressing diverse environmental, legal, economic, and social aspects of Quality Planting Material standard.
Public consultation will be followed by pilot testing at few nursery sites to review the practicality of criteria and indicators in the field before the final version of the standard is placed before NCCF's Governing Body for its formal approval. 







